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EDITORIAL 

Christmas  

by Celesta Popa 

 

Christmas is just around the corner and   

already plans are being put in place. We 

think about presents, decorated Christmas 

tree and parties. But is it the gifts under the 

tree, the lights in the windows and dinners 

what we are really looking for? Is this real-

ly Christmas? 

Indeed, Christmas is a season of great joy 

and happiness, presents and families      

reunions but it means more than tinsel or 

sleigh bells or glittering lights on Christmas 

trees. 

We forget too often that for us, Christians, 

Christmas is a religious feast. Christmas is 

a time of God showing His great love for 

us. God gave us his greatest gift through 

his Son becoming man and redeeming the 

world. It is the only time of the year that 

our hearts could be opened to let Him in. 

Christmas means  also remembering those 

who have no Christmas. Or the poor, or the    

relatives we lost forever. It means to be 

kind to those who need help and who need 

to hear a message of peace and hope. 

Today is a moment to take a break and let 

the true spirit of Christmas embraces us... 

Happy Holidays and a Happy New Year 

2019! 
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December, 1st  

 

On December, 1st Bucharest and all the big cities in Romania are hosting military 

parades, concerts, exhibitions and open-air events, public speeches 

in Bucharest and other big cities. 

This year, Romania celebrates 100 years from its Great Union, and It marks the 

unification of Transylvania, Bessarabia, and Bukovina with the Romanian Kingdom . 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transylvania
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 The Christmas Spirit 

 by Sara Tomșe, 6th grade 

When it’s getting colder and colder...  

When your grandma heats the house... 

When you taste that good hot chocolate with little marshmallows in it... 

When you have the Christmas tree in your house and you wait for Santa like a little 

 child...  

When you stare at the window and you see the first snow... When you go outside the 

 next day and you’re so happy, but all you find is melted snow... When you wait,  wait, 

 and wait until you can go outside and build a snowman...  

When the little light comes down on earth in a little stable: Jesus...  

When you have a lot of gifts...  

When you stay with your family at home, laugh and make jokes together...  

That is, to my mind, the CHRISTMAS SPIRIT! 
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Santa Claus and the Missing Presents 

by Pavel Iordache, 5th grade  

 

One day, when everything seemed to go well in Santa Claus’ 

factory, the alarm of the safe went off: ten thousand pre-

sents were missing. The following items were found at the 

crime scene : a carrot, a piece of wood and some hay. 

’’Hmm…’’- Santa wondered -’’Who could have stolen the presents?’’ 

Suddenly, he remembered than he had seen some ribbons in Rudolph’s stable.                       

“Rudolph!” 

“Yes, Santa! What is it?” 

“Why did you steal the presents?” 

“What do you mean?” 

“You can’t fool me! Just admit it!” 

“Ok. It was me. I only did it because I never get presents on Christmas Eve.” 

“I see your point. However, stealing is wrong.” 

“I’m sorry, Santa. I’ll never do this again!” 

“Since you have learnt your lesson, you will get a special gift each Christmas from now 

on.” 

“Yippee!”, cried Rudolph ecstatically. 

In fact, he was so overwhelmed with joy that he decided to give his gift to his friend, 

Blitzen.” 
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An Unusual Christmas 

 

by Octavian George Tudorache, 6th grade 

 

 

I was 19 at the time and it was Christmas Eve. I was invited by my friend, who lived in a 

different city, to celebrate Christmas with him and his family. 

After a few hours of driving, I got to his house. All of his familly welcomed me warmly but 

there was something odd about them.We got in the house. There was a GIANT Christmas 

tree with beautiful decorations.  

We started watching '' Home Alone'' and I noticed that my friend's brother, James, was 

staring at me. It did not really bother me until 15 minutes later, when I saw him looking at 

me again. We made eye contact for almost 5 seconds until he turned his head to the TV. 

The movie was almost over when I saw that my friend got a message from his uncle saying 

''Do you think he suspects anything?''. At that point I was sure he was talking about me, so I 

got creeped out. 

At midnight we all went to bed. However, I could not get any sleep. It was about 2 a.m. 

when I heard my friend get up extremely slowly. That seemed suspicious to me. As he 

walked out of the room, I heard a lot of people, including himself, upstairs. All of them came 

into the room. I pretended to be asleep. I thought they were crazy and I feared that they 

might hurt me in one way or another, but, to my surprise, they turned the light on and 

shouted ’’Merry Christmas’’ while holding gifts. 

I was relieved and thanked them a lot.  

The next day they told me how they had been planning the surprise. 

It was already 3 p.m. and I had to go home.  

That was the best Christmas ever! 
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Santa’s Helper 

by Elisa Nedu, 8th grade 

 

 

School was over and I was so excited to go home and prepare for Christmas. I got off the 

school bus in front of my house and noticed something in my mail box. It was a letter from 

Santa. I couldn’t believe my eyes! Santa invited me to his workshop to help the elves with 

the toys for the big day.  

I immediately accepted his offer. I ran towards my house and, as I opened the door, I magi-

cally appeared at the North Pole. Everything looked so beautiful and everybody seemed so 

busy! 

“Welcome and thank you for joining us!”, Santa said. He stood right in front of me and I was 

so happy! 

“Thank you for the invitation! I’m glad to be here to help you.” , I replied enthusiastically. 

“Let’s get to work !’’ Santa urged us all.  

An elf showed me around the place and told me what I had to do. My job was to help the 

elves bring all the toys to the sleigh so Santa could leave on time to hand in the toys to the 

good kids. We worked very hard but we managed to finish in time. I had a lot of fun and 

everyone was very nice. Santa was able to leave on time to share the Christmas joy! I was 

exhausted and ready to go home. 

I blinked once and I was in my bed. I looked out of my window and that was when I saw 

Santa on his sleigh, waving at me. I smiled and fell asleep. In the morning, when I woke up, I 

ran to my Christmas tree and saw many presents under it, as well as a thank you note from 

Santa. It was the best Christmas ever! I just couldn’t wait for the next one! 
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The Nightmare before Christmas  

by Marius Țepurlui, 8th grade 

 

 

On a jolly Christmas holiday, there were two 

sad children that had never felt happiness in 

their hearts and never thought about it, 

e i t h e r . T h e y  w e r e n ' t  n a u g h t y 

children,certainly not.The two children were 

bonded by blood, more precisely, they were 

brother and sister,who had lost their family 

in a car accident. It hurt them so much that, 

whenever the subject was brought up, they 

completely ignored it. Their names were 

Elizabeth and Andre. 

At that time of the year, with beautifully 

decorated houses in London, jolly singing 

could be heard from inside the houses and 

from the children that went outside, 

spreading the holy carols all around the 

town.This was all happening due to the 

Christmas spirit created by Santa himself, 

with the help of the hard-working elves, and 

especially with that of the wise elf, whose 

intelligence was unmatched.With their 

combined efforts, they managed to create the 

holy tree and the miraculous angel  

 

decoration. 

But, on the same day, evil had to ascend and 

break free from the chains that they were 

stuck to, and the catalyst for maliciousness 

was... Krampus. Krampus had been defeated 

by Santa, but he rose once more to achieve 

revenge. It was rumored that he was tall and 

looked like a human-shaped black goat, with 

strong horns and red pupils that were a 

result of the scar from the battle with 

Santa.Andre and Elizabeth were sitting at the 

table with Mary, their last relative. The table 

felt empty, with almost nobody to talk with. 

This suddenly changed, as somebody fell 

through the roof. The three realized who the 

person that fell was only after the dust went 

away. It was Santa, who had been injured in 

the fight. 

"Hello, my dear children, as you can see, 

hohoho, I'm not doing really well, so, may I 

have some help?" he said. 

Mary ran away, scared, but the two children 

nodded and proceeded to help 

him."Christmas is in danger! Krampus and the 

devious flames are back, and want to ruin the 

holiday once and for all... Hohoho, do you 

think you can help me?"   continues next page 
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The children agreed. They rode on Santa's 

sledge to the elf factory where they got a 

warm welcome from everybody. Andre and 

Elizabeth were explained what had actually 

happened: the holy tree and the angel 

decoration were stolen by Krampus,which 

resulted in an amount of people becoming 

sad for no reason. Santa gave the two 

children holy weapons with which they could 

fight Krampus, as he was old and hurt and he 

could no longer do anything. 

And so they ventured to the dark lair that 

Krampus lived in and found the decorations. 

But, as soon as they entered, they got 

ambushed by living flames. Elizabeth 

defeated them by singing holy carols, but her 

clothes got burnt a bit. Krampus charged 

towards Andre who extended the holy blade 

that he was given and impaled Krampus in 

the chest. The evil slowly disappeared into 

particles of light. The children were 

exhausted but they managed to retrieve the 

artefacts. When they touched the items, they 

felt happiness and hope. 

They returned to the elf factory safely. They 

were welcomed by smiles and the smell of 

warm coffee. Santa asked the children if they 

wanted to stay there to celebrate Christmas 

for once, to which they replied with an 

innocent smile. 

Andre and Elizabeth had the best day of their 

lives. Christmas was saved and the world 

was at peace once again. 
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 Handmade Christmas decorations�     

by Olaru Elena Gabriela, 11F  

 

 

 

As they say, Christmas is not about expensive decoration, gifts or other material values. 

Christmas is about love, about people and what defines them. 

That is why handmade decorations are exactly the missing part of a perfect Christmas, I 

mean, what can define a human better if not his own creations? 

 Handmade decorations are creations of people made with their own imaginations, are 

creations that in which people put their souls.  

These decorations are not only simbolically important, they are also a way of saving the 

environment. They are made of recyclable items such as plants, fruits, fallen feathers, 

plastic or paper. 

Last but not least, they are especially fashionable in the recent years. They give a rustic 

look and are highly sought after and apreciated. 

But maybe the best part is that they are cheap and easy to make, what it takes is is to have 

a bit of imagination. 

 

In conclusion, handmade decorations fit wonderfully into that rare category of cheap and 

beautiful things. So why waste time? Just go on and let your imagination run free!  
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A New Beginning 

by Carabulea Claudiu-Andrei, 5th grade 

 

 

I was a lost kitten, lost from my family. I lived in an animal shelter. I wanted a family very 

much. This was my biggest wish. At the shelter I had of lot friends, kittens like me. They 

longed for a family of their own, too.  

 

The next day was Christmas Eve. It was morning and a little girl was heading for me. I 

heard her say: 

 

’’Mommy, I think I’ve found the right one’’. 

 

I could not believe it! The little girl with her mother and father came closer and asked me:’

Hi! Do you want to be my friend? Do you want to be our new family member?’’ 

 

I said goodbye to my friends and I left with my new family. My desire came true. Santa 

gave me the most beautiful gift. Now I have a home and a family!    
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Joy of Christmas 

by Handrea Alexia Maria 

 9th grade 

 

 

 

Winter is coming on wings of snow  

Snowflakes are falling in gentle flow  

Carols are heard, there's joy everywhere,  

Kids with red cheeks enjoy the cold air! 

 

 

We're waiting for presents and under the tree, 

We've put milk and cookies for Santa to see. 

The tree's full of lights, there's a gold star above, 

Everyone's joyful, surrounded by love! 
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Christmas  Eve 

by Alina Mănăsescu, 5th grade 

 

 

It was  24 th December  and  it  was  very  cold  outside. 

White  clouds  covered  the  sky  and  it  continued to  snow  with  large snowflakes. 

My  mum  had been waiting  for  me  for  a  few  minutes  to have dinner, 

but  I  had  a  very  pleasant surprise! My  cousin 

was  going  to  spend  Christmas  with  me  and  my  family. We had dinner  together 

and  enjoyed  Christmas  Eve. After  dinner  we  sang  Christmas  carols. We  

went  to  bed  at 11 o'clock. 

I  woke  up  early  the next day and  went  to  the  living room. 

I  found  a  lot  of  colorful  gifts under  the  Christmas  tree.  

I  got  a  telephone,  lego  and  a  lot  of       sweets. 

My  cousin  got  a  car  and  a  lot  of  sweets  and  my  parents  got      shoes. 

It  was  a  very  special  Christmas! 
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Christmas in the Middle East 

by Sabina Saraolu, 10th grade 

You would think that the winter holidays are only 

celebrated in countries that are mostly populated 

by Christians. Well, surprisingly not, because 

multiculturalism is manifested especially in mul-

tinational cities like Dubai.  

In my personal experience, I’ve seen Dubai turn into a Winter Wonderland, with string lights 

all over the place, Christmas carols playing in malls, special food and drinks being served at 

restaurants and cafes and these things never cease to bring me joy and cheer me up.  

Before my first Christmas in Dubai, I thought that Muslims don’t recognize this day as a 

holiday, but they seemed entertained by our traditions and habits, for example Secret Santa 

or cooking traditional food. To my surprise, some of them even ate pork and enjoyed it!  

Some people might not know about this, but there’s a mall in Dubai, Mall of Emirates, that 

has an artificial ski slope for people to enjoy all year round, whereas Dubai Mall has an ice 

rink and it’s just as cold as the weather in Romania around this time of the year! 

Aside from Christmas, there are also New Year’s celebrations and, oh man, those are abso-

lutely spectacular! I have personally seen a laser and lights show projected on Burj Khalifa, 

the tallest building in the world. I noticed that Dubai is the town of superlatives, because 

when I try to describe it, I find myself saying “the most”, “the tallest”, “the fastest”, “the 

best”. What I like the most about Dubai celebrating the winter holidays are the sick sales! It’

s indeed a tourist’s paradise to travel and find so many similarities with what he is used to 

seeing around Christmas, but also a slightly different perspective on the topic. He can enjoy 

a gingerbread latte while walking around 

Dubai in a t-shirt and jeans, instead of put-

ting on a coat and a scarf.  

This city constantly amazes me and makes 

me think that it will never stop developing 

and surprising every new person that is 

lucky enough to visit Dubai, because every 

time I go there, there’s something new 

waiting to be discovered and photographed.  
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Promises 

by Andra Ancăr, 6th grade 

 

 

On December 23rd, I thought I’d write a letter about 

what I wanted for Christmas. After finishing it, I 

folded it and put it next to my boots, along with a 

plate of cookies. 

   I sat on my bed, beside my mother, and waited 

for Santa to come in. Suddenly, I heard a noise. 

’’Wooow, Santa, is that you ?’’ I said, convinced I was 

seeing things. 

’’Ho-Ho-Ho, Andra, you got me ! It’s me. I have come 

to collect a letter !’’ 

            ’’Santa, I promise to be just as good next 

year !’’ 

            ’’See you soon ! Ho-Ho-Ho! And be good !’’ 

   Obviously, I could not help playing tricks on my family. After 

Santa left, I went to bed because I was tired. 

   

On December 25th, I wanted to unfold the long-

awaited gift. 

        ’’You have a phone call !’’ 

        ’’Thank you !’’ I said 

        ’’I want you to know that I have learnt about 

your pranks.’’ 

 Barbu Andra, 10  
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Mission Accomplished 

by Georgiana Iancu, 8th grade 

 

 

It was a very cold winter day. Christmas was coming and everyone was hectic. The 

shops were packed with people preparing for Christmas. If you looked through the windows, 

you could see a fir tree full of lights and a child singing carols or dancing around it. The 

streets were full of lights and decorations. Everything was ready for the arrival of 

Christmas. 

At the other end of the world, in Christmas Country, everyone was busy, working. All 

the elves were rushing to do everything very quickly, but for the most healthy elf, Steave, 

who was playing with Rudolph, running and fighting with snow.  

At one point, Steave entered the toy shop and unwittingly threw a bullet into the 

mechanism of the toy machine. The elves did not realize immediately what Steave had done. 

However, after 5 minutes, the machine stopped and all the toys started flying through the 

workshop. 

Santa arrived as soon as he heard the loud noises.When he saw what Steave had 

done, Santa was so angry that he punished him: he sent him to the kitchen to make the food. 

Steave did everthing Santa had asked him to do, but, instead of sticking to the recipe, 

he added a lot of spices.When the lunch break came, all the elves and Santa went to the 

canteen to eat. Steave served them and then returned to the kitchen to clean up. 

 The next morning, the elf doctor, Lele, called him to the emergency room where he 

found all the elves and reindeer, and even Santa Claus. They were all ill. Santa asked 

Steave if he had done anything wrong, but he denied  

There were only two days left until Christmas and there were a lot of presents to  

  Continues next page 
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prepare. Unfortunately, all of the elves were sick and they could not do anything. Steave 

left quietly. He headed for the workshop to try and repair the toy machine. 

After three hours of attempts, Steave failed to repair the machine, so he decided to 

make the toys manually. Nevertheless, as soon as he had done it, he realized he would not 

be able to finish all the toys in time. So he decided to ask the doctor how the elves were. 

When he came in, he saw that all of the elves were healed because doctor Lele had 

treated them with a drug made of cinnamon, apple and fir tree needles. Steave took the 

elves to the workshop to make the toys because there was only one day left until Christmas 

Eve. The elves worked hard and were able to finish in time. They loaded their presents in 

the sleigh and waited for Santa to come, but, unfortunately, Santa was still ill. All the elves 

panicked, but Steave suggested that he would deliver the gifts himself, since he was to 

blame. All of them began to laugh. However, Santa agreed.The elves could not believe it.  

Steave climbed onto the sleigh and set off. He had a long way to go and had only one 

night at his disposal. Steave quickly delivered the gifts and, occasionally, ate the biscuits 

and drank the milk left for Santa Claus under the fir tree. 

It was almost morning and Steave had managed to deliver the gifts in time. When he 

returned home, everyone was happy because Steave was able to complete his mission and 

made all the children happy. Santa gave a party in Steave’s honor right on Christmas Day. 
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Kids nowadays are obsessed with technology and they have forgotten the true meaning of 

Christmas. This is a typical letter to Santa Claus these days… Santa Claus is tired of let-

ters like this and when he finds one, he just adds the kid’s name to the ‘Naughty List’. 

by Sabina Voicu, X grade 

 

Dear Santa, 

 

This year I do not ask for much, even though I was very good and I am sure I deserve the best. 

First of all I really want the latest type of mobile phone, the gold edition, please. You see, there’s an 
ongoing competition between me and my friends to see who’s got the best phone…and mine is already 
last year. Surely with this phone I will be envied by all of them and everyone will want to be in my 
shoes (which are designer sneakers by the way). 

Secondly, could you please give me more WI-FI signal when I’m at my grandmother’s? The signal is 
so weak that I have to watch Christmas movies or listen to carols while I’m there…how annoying! One 
time I was so bored without my beloved internet that I helped my grandma decorate the Christmas 
tree. Imagine that! Well, what can I say…grandma seemed really pleased and it wasn’t all that 
bad...hmm…   

Time to get to the next present on my wishlist! I have this problem: when I play my favourite computer 
game and my lives end, my mother forces me to do my homework and learn my lessons...what a bore. 
So please give me unlimited lives so that I can have as much fun as I want to! I want to spend hours, or 
even whole days playing online!! …oh, wait, that would mean I’d never have time to meet my friends or 
play with my dog…I have to analyze this wish carefully.    

So, Santa, I’m convinced that I did not ask for much because I did a lot of sacrifices this year too. For 
example, I didn’t fail at Math, although I was very close. I had to turn my phone off and study all day 
for that. I guess it was worth it because my teacher said she was proud of me.  

Oh, one more reason why I deserve my presents: lately, I did my best to try and play with my annoy-
ing little sister. This seems to make her and my mom very happy…and when she’s in a good mood 
she’s less annoying, so maybe I should spend more time playing with her… 

That’s about it! Thanks, Santa!! I’ll be waiting for you!        

  

P. S: If you’ve already prepared toys or other things, there’s still time to get a refund.  
    

    With love,  

    Billy 
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.Dear Billy, 

 

Thank you for your letter (I guess…). I’ve checked my list of good children twice, but I couldn’t find 

your name on it…how strange. 

About a new gold edition mobile phone…I’ve had a look at your phone while you were sleeping, but 

I couldn’t find anything wrong with it, it works just fine, so there is no reason to wish for another one. 

However, since you weren’t satisfied with it, I’ve made a few adjustments hope you’ll be pleased with my 

ideas. Whenever you try to play a game or access the internet, your phone will show you the best results to 

help you do your homework and learn your lessons! Isn’t this wonderful! Soon you’ll be among the first in 

your class!  

Don’t worry, you won’t need a better WI-FI connection in your grandma’s house, actually, you 

don’t need one at all! Help your grandma make some delicious cakes, and you’ll have lots of fun! 

Regarding your last request, my dear Billy, I am happy to tell you that there will be a big, beautiful-

ly wrapped present under the Christmas tree! It contains a board game, your sister’s favourite! Since you 

won’t have that much internet, I thought it would be a much better idea to spend some time playing with 

your sister. I guarantee you’ll have a great time, she is a very sweet little girl, one of the first children on my 

‘Good’ list!  

Be good with others this Christmas, give presents and smiles to everyone and share the joy of this 

wonderful holiday with your loved ones! 

Merry Christmas! Love, 

Santa Claus  
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Quiz by Maria Ciocodeica 11th  grade

Answer these questions to find out your Christmas personality! 

1. Which of the following winter holidays fills your heart with more joy? 

New Year’s Eve – I like parties! 

Christmas – I love decorating the Christmas tree together with my family. 

I don’t really like holidays. 

2. What is your favorite part about the holiday season? 

Receiving presents. 

Having a wonderful time with my family. 

I don’t have to go to school. 

2. How do you prepare for Christmas?  

I make a list with the Christmas presents I want. 

I help my family put up the Christmas decorations. 

I sleep more and I play computer games. 

3. Do you help decorate the Christmas tree? 

Not really, my Mom usually does that. 

Yes, it’s a family tradition. 

Why buy a Christmas tree when I can do something else with that mon-

ey? 

What is your favourite part about the Christmas tree? 

The presents under it! I hope they’re all for me! 

The lights, the ornaments, the tinsel…and most of all, the happiness it brings! 

The fact that cats try to climb and it if falls down all the time. 

Do you like receiving gifts? 

Yes! Always! Bring me all the presents in Santa’s sack! 

I love receiving presents, but I also like offering them. This is the Christmas spirit. 

I prefer to buy the presents myself, to make sure they are what I like. 

Do you like offering gifts? 

Only to my best friend. 

Of course! Share the magic of Christmas! 

Not really. 

What kind of presents do you usually buy for your loved ones? 

Something expensive. 

Something that will bring them joy. 

Something that is on sale – I don’t like spending a lot of money on gifts. 

What present would you like to find under the Christmas tree? 

A cheque for a really large sum of money. 

Something that will make me feel loved. 

A new computer.           Continues next page 

 



 22 

What is your favourite Christmas song? 

Santa Claus is coming to town. 

Jingle bells 

Last Christmas  

What king of food would you like to eat for Christmas? 

A delicious meal in a fancy restaurant. 

Traditional Christmas dishes. 

Hamburgers or a pizza. 

What is your favourite Christmas sweet? 

Reindeer-shaped cookies. 

Gingerbread. 

Ice cream.   

You see somebody struggling to put up some Christmas decorations. 

What do you do? 

Tell him how he should do it. 

Go and help. 

Look the other way and pretend you are very busy. 

  If you could make a Christmas wish, what would it be? 

I’d wish to have the latest type of mobile phone. 

I would like everyone to be happy and have a wonderful Christmas! 

A longer school holiday.  

Mostly a’s: Scrooge 

You like Christmas mostly for the presents. You hope this year you will get really expensive ones, although 

you aren’t 100 % sure you are on Santa’s list of good children. You like receiving, but you are not so keen on 

giving, so you only buy presents for your best friends. You should try to enjoy the simple joys of Christmas 

and think more about others. Christmas isn’t only about gifts, it’s about sharing and caring!You might discover 

that helping decorate the tree and choosing a gift for grandma is great fun! 

Mostly b’s: Santa’s Helper 

You think Christmas is the most wonderful time of the year! You love everything about it: the lights, the tree, 

the music, the snowflakes, the Christmas magic! You know that the true meaning of Christmas is sharing your 

joy with your loved ones. You like decorating the tree and putting up ornaments all over the house! The smell 

of home-made sweets always fills your house at Chrismas and you always help out in the kitchen. For you, 

buying presents for Christmas means finding that certain something which will make that person feel special, a 

gift from the heart! The best present for you is a meaningful gift which makes you feel loved!  

Mostly c’s: The Grinch 

You don’t like Christmas and you’d rather be left alone to play computer games or watch TV. If there is one 

thing you like about the winter holidays is the break from school and not having to do any homework. You 

never help anyone and you think that buying presents for others is a waste of time. Why don’t you try being 

more caring and generous? Christmas is an amazing holiday, but in order to feel this, you need to have an open 

heart. Start with buying a Christmas tree and some home decorations. Look around and notice the lights of the 

city and the smiles on people’s faces. Buy some presents for the important people in your life and don’t forget 

to smile as you offer them! I know it seems like a lot of work, but think of it this way: people might like you 

more and you might get more presents! 
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A fidget spinner is a type of stress-

relieving toy, because it increases concen-

tration and relieve stress and anxiety. As the 

Money magazine said, fidget spinners "were 

created and marketed as a calming tool used 

to stay focused.” 

 

Form and material of spinners 

The classical fidget spinner is a small device 

taking the form of a three-hands device with 

a circular pad in the middle, which contains a 

bearing. This pad is then held while the 

hands are spun around by the user.  

There are various types of spinners: gener-

ally they are made of plastic, but there are 

also ceramic, metal and hybrid designs.  

They also differ in spin time, vibration and 

noise. 

 

Popularity 

Although they were invented in the 1990s, 

fidget spinners became a popular toy in late 

2016 and early 2017. There are also compe-

titions all over the world and internet com-

munities discussing spinning tricks. 

YouTube began uploading videos performing 

tricks with fidget spinners. 

The fidget spinner's popularity began to in-

crease in April 2017, with Google searches 

for "fidget spinner" By May 4, variations of 

the spinner occupied every spot on Amazon's 

top 20 best seller list for toys.  

With the rapid increase in the spinner's pop-

ularity in 2017—combined with the spinner's 

advertised benefits for children with ADHD 

and autism, many children and teenagers  

began using it.  

 

Designer 

 

P e o p l e  s a y  t h a t        

Catherine Hettinger, a 

chemical engineer creat-

ed the spinner. Hettinger 

told the New York Post that the idea for the 

toy came as she saw young boys throwing 

rocks at police officers in Israel. But this is 

very unlikely as she cannot prove that as the 

toy she invented is very different from the 

actual spinner.  

 

Although the patent status of the various 

fidget spinners currently on the market is 

unclear, in an interview appearing on May 4, 

2017 on NPR, ( National Public Radio),  Scott 

McCoskery describes how he invented a 

metal spinning device in 2014.  

Sourse: Wikipedia 

 

 

 

Christmas Presents: 

Fidget spinners 
by Gabi Popa, 14 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stress_(psychological)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/YouTube
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Google
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amazon.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Israel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Public_Radio
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:A_Fidget_Spinner_with_6_Blades_both_Stationary_and_Spinning.jpg


 24 

  

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR IN ROMANIA 

by CRISTINA GROSU, 9th grade 

 

In Romania, Christmas is the most important period of the year. There are many traditions 

and manners. On Christmas Eve, people decorate the Christmas tree with globes, garlands 

and lights. 

In the country side, the fir tree is decorated with sweets and bagels. The housewives      

made traditional food: cozonci – kind of sweet bread prepared with different fillings, but 

traditionally with walnut cream, sarmale ( minced meat in cabbage rolls),  aspic recipe pre-

pared traditionally with smoked pork leg and garlic for the Christmas meal and many oth-

ers.  

On Christmas day, every family gather to have a large meal, listen to traditional carols and 

open the presents. 

Another important celebration is the New Year. On New Year Eve, Romanians observe the 

tradition to wear something red and to keep some money in their pocket. At midnight, they 

drink champagne and admire the fireworks. 

Last year, I spent the winter holidays with my family in Bucharest. We enjoyed precious 

moments as we opened the presents and we took the meal all together. 

It was a great year and I hope this year will be at least as good as the one that has passed. 

Another type of Christmas  

by Theodora Ursu, 6th grade 

I use to spend my winter holiday in Brasov. Then traditions are observed more than in Bu-

charest.  

People are warmer there, they receive children singing carols and give them sweets and 

pretzels. This is how they prepare for the Christmas holiday: their put a fir tree branch on 

the porch, they sing carols and go from place to place. An interesting tradition is “junii”. 

They are young men that go through the city and perform dances and traditional games. 

I can say tradition in Brasov are different from Bucharest and I look forward to this Christ-

mas to spend it there! 
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Giulia Iremia, 9 

Toma 7 
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Maria Parvu,  

6 years old 

Alexandra Preda, 

7 years old 
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The Children’s Club 6 wishes you  

Merry Christmas and  

a Happy New Year 2019! 


