
 1 

 

  

 ENGLISH MAGAZINE  

 FOR STUDENTS 

 issued by the Children’s Club 6 

 Year MMXIX  - 2019 Number 3, April– May 

The  

indoor 

generation 



 2 

ISSN 4567-3421 

Editorial staff: 

Teachers: 

 Iuliana Mihaela OPREA –  Principal  Children's 

Club  6,  Bucharest 

 Celesta POPA, English teacher, Children's 

Club 6, Bucharest 

 Mariana SINCA, Drama teacher,  Children’s 

Club 6, Bucharest 

 Loredana IORDACHE, English teacher School 

189, Bucharest 

 Ramona LINTE, Principal  Children’s Palace, 

Pitesti 

 Laura STANCIU, Kretzulescu High school, 

Bucharest 

 

Students: 

 

 Chief editor: Sabina SARAOLU 

Editors:  

 Gabriel POPA 

 Cristina GROSU 

 Andrei POPOVICI 

 Corina IORDACHE 

 Students from Children’s Club 6, School, 189, 

Kretzulescu High School, Mihai Eminescu 

National College, Gh. Sincai National College, 

Sf. Sava National College, Iulia Hasdeu     

National College. Cervantes High School 

Websites:  

https://clubulcopiilor6.wordpress.com/ 

https://teatruinlimbaengleza.wordpress.com/ 

Email: celestapopa@gmail.com 

CONTENTS 

3 Editorial: Romanian Easter by Celesta Popa 

4 Easter eggs– a Short History by Gabi Popa 

5 Easter Bunny by Cezara Ionescu  

6 Last Easter by Stefan Catalin 

7 My city in spring by Pirvu Ioan Iulian  

8 Martisor” (the 1st of March Celebration) by Corina 

Iordache; Women’s Day, the 8TH of March by Corina 

Iordache 

9 Valentine;s Day by Cristina Grosu 

10 Dragobetele, the Romanian version of St.        

Valentine’s Day by Andrei Popovici 

11 Easter by Vlad Mihai Popa  

12 Easter by Alina Maria Manasescu, Alexandra  

Barbalata, Claudiu Carabuleu 

13 Hobbies: Video games by Tiberiu Ambrus,    

Photography, my hobby by Alexandra Barbalata, 

Turning your hobby into a job by Marius Tepurlui 

14 SPORTS The importance of sports in my life by 

Andrei Moscu, Volleyball by Livia Cărășel 

15 The Secret Rabbit by Cristina Grosu 

16 Speak Out, XIIIth edition of English Monologues 

17 Bright Speakers Competition 2019 

18 The National Vaudeville Festival for Children 

“Toată lumea râde, cântă şi dansează” /Young Spot-

light—A Visit                                                        

19 English Theatre Festival “ My Fest”                  

20 LET’S THEATRE– 3rd edition, Regional English 

Theatre Contest for  Children – 24 May 2019 



 3 

EDITORIAL 

 

Romanian Easter 

by Celesta Popa 

 

In full calendar spring, against the background of the explosion if life and light, Christians 

experience moments of high religion intensity. It is one of the holiest days of the Christian 

calendar, as Easter is the day when Christian believe Jesus rose from the dead bringing 

eternal life.  

Many Romanians keep the ancient traditions of the lent, a spiritual and bodily preparation 

before Easter. During the Holy week they take part in the vigils, special religious services. 

An important moment is the Holy Thursday when the 12 gospels are read and the cross of 

crucifixion is taken out in the center of the church. On the vigil of Good Friday, believers 

remake Jesus’ funeral, going three times round the church with burning candles in their 

hands. All these culminated with the waiting for the night of resurrection when the priest 

comes out of the church, into the crowd, giving them light announcing: “Christ has risen!” 

The believers confirm by answering: “Indeed He has!” Then, carrying the candles in their 

hands, they go to their homes. On Easter Sunday they prepare a big lunch with lots of  

goodies: roast lamb and “drob”, spiced minced lamb, the delicious cottage cheese cake –  

“pasca” or the sponge cake – “cozonac”, and, of course they crack coloured eggs. The eggs 

cannot possibly miss from the Romanian’s table on Easter time as the custom of knocking 

them signifies the clash between the two human states, the one before the Resurrection and 

the one following it. 

Easter gives meaning 

to our existence, to 

human behavior in the 

spirit’s of God’s    

principle of love and   

forgiveness. 

    Happy Easter! 

Photo source: doxologia. 
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Easter eggs– a Short History 

by Gabi Popa, 8th grade 

 

The craftsmanship of dyeing the eggs at Easter is an ancient tradition with Romanians and 

is due to the belief that eggs represent the source of life. The egg, preserver of the    

mystery of the origin of life, has always been related to rites of the revival of nature. 

There is definitely a close link between Easter, the egg and the spring equinox. 

 

The history of the Easter eggs is wonderful. In ancient Egypt, Persia and India an       

enormous egg was considered to bring life to Earth. In Romania, the decoration of eggs 

was a lovely habit since the old times. The first documentary mention was made by an 

Italian named Del Chiaro who described the life of the Princely Court in Bcharest during 

the reign of Constantin Brancoveanu (168-1714). Also it was another Moldavian note 

about the habit of painting eggs written in Iasi by the Chancellor Gheorghe (1762). 

 

The clinking of colored eggs is beautiful tradition all over the country. The person who is 

in action must say “Christ has risen” and the one who is waiting with the egg in his hand 

must reply immediately “He truly has risen”.  

 

Photo source: agerpress 
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Easter Bunny 

by Cezara Ionescu, IXth grade 

 

The first documented use of the bunny as the symbol of 

Easter appears in Germany in the 15oos. Not surprisingly, I 

was also the Germans who made the first edible ester bun-

nies in the 188s. The Easter bunny was introduced to Amer-

ican folklore by the German settles who arrived in Pennsyl-

vania and the use of elaborate Easter baskets would come 

later as the tradition of the Easter bunny spread throughout  

the country. But why is the bunny one of the Easter sym-

bols? The Easter bunny has its origin in pre-Christian fertili-

ty myths and the hare and the rabbit were the most fertile 

animals known those time. Spring is a season of a new     

beginning and therefore, of life. 
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My city in spring 
by Pîrvu Ioan-Iulian, Xth grade 

 

The city of Bucharest is overall a nice city to live in with a pleasant atmosphere. These feelings are all the 

better as spring rolls around and everything appears to wake up in the environment, humans included. 

One of my favorite areas of the city is the complex of universities near the metro station with the same 

name, ”Universitate”. The old architecture of the buildings is complimented by the appearance of green 

leaves on the great oaks looming above and gifting shade to people bellow. This is a panorama that carries 

over into summer, but is lost as autumn and winter roll around. Spring happens to be my favorite season 

because of the reinvigorating feeling it brings over after the end of a harsh winter. 

A common flower that in our culture marks the beginning of spring is the snowdrop: a cute looking bell-like 

plant that brings joy to children and adults alike. When it comes to the bounty that this season holds, 

strawberries and apricots are the fruits I love most. 

At the end of the day, I think spring is a season that truly brings out the best in my city, putting into 

perspective how beautiful it can really be. 

Photo source: pinterest 
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“MARTISOR” (the 1st of March            

 Celebration) 

by Corina Iordache, 7th grade 

 

On the 1st of March, the first day of the ancient 

Roman calendar, Romans celebrated “Mantroualia”. 

This was the day when Mars, the god of the forces 

of nature, spring and agriculture, was celebrated. 

This celebration represented the victory of spring 

over winter. Nowadays, on this day, girls and 

women receive many “martisoare”, the symbol of spring. 

Women wear the “martisor” attached to their chest during the whole month and, at the 

end, according to the traditions of Romanians living in the plain regions, it must be at-

tached to a blooming tree, in the hope for a prosperous year. 

The “martisor” consists of two strings – white and red – woven together and to which a 

small wooden or metallic decoration is attached (a heart, a letter, a flower, a horseshoe 

or a four leaf clover), as a good luck charm. 

Red and white represent the two seasons, still intertwined. Red is winter (probably be-

cause the fire is lit in the chimney during this season) and white is spring, whose com-

ing is announced by snowdrops, symbolising nature’s return to life. 

 

 

WOMEN'S DAY:  THE 8TH OF MARCH 

On March 8, 1977, the UN General Assembly passed a resolution 

proclaiming the need for each member State to celebrate, in ac-

cordance with its historical and national      traditions, a UN Wom-

en’s rights day. At present, Women’s Day is celebrated on March 8 

everywhere in the world and in some countries it is even consid-

ered a legal holiday. 

In Romania, Women’s Day is also called Mother’s Day (even if 

Mother’s Day is a different celebration under the law, being cele-

brated on the first Sunday of May worldwide). In Romania, as in all 

the other ex-communist countries, Women’s Day remains an      

important celebration, honouring women and mothers. 

This celebration gives men the opportunity of express their appreciation for their  

mothers, wives or colleagues; they offer them flowers, whereas children offer their 

mothers cards containing their most affectionate wishes. In Romania, at schools, we 

would take pictures that are made into Mother’s Day cards, we make small gifts for our 

mothers, we bring flowers to our female teachers and sometimes we even have shows 

and plays for the women in our lives.  

Photo source: https://phoenixturism.ro/ateli-

martisoare-si-felicitari 

https://phoenixturism.ro/atelierul-de-creatie-%E2%80%93-martisoare-si-felicitari
https://phoenixturism.ro/atelierul-de-creatie-%E2%80%93-martisoare-si-felicitari
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Valentine’s day  
by Cristina Grosu, IX th grade 

 

 

One day I decided together with my mates to   organize 

an event for Valentine’s Day in our high school. Told and done! 

We took some volunteers and started to work. The tasks were to do a billboard with notes, 

to cut a lot of hearts. We used rope with these hearts to do some garlands. Everyone 

worked hard, but we also had fun. On the day before Valentine’s Day we began to  decorate 

the halls of the high school with balloons and the garlands made by us. We put four buckets 

for roses, because the boys brought secretly flowers for girls. Our event was called “Secret 

Valentine”. On those days, everything was red, pink or white. We made some posters with 

information about our event. We wanted to invite many persons that day. Every flower and 

every ticket was put in special places before the big break. After we had some “cupids” 

who shared the little  presents. They had wings, bows and arrows, but they couldn’t wear 

diapers, because it would have been strange... 

In conclusion, that day was a real success. Everybody was happy and surprised by 

our work. Thank Şincai Team! 

                             #CNGŞ 
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Dragobetele, the Romanian version of St. Valentine’s Day 
by Andrei Popovici, Xthe grade 
  

Dragobete is a Romanian holiday that is celebrated on February 24th. In the traditional  

Romanian mythology, Dragobete was a young god just like Cupid (god of love in Roman 

mythology) or like Eros (the Greek god of love). But unlike the aforementioned gods of 

love, Dragobete did not directly intervene in the affairs of humans. He did not use his 

powers to make people fall in love, but witness what happens.  

The legend of Dragobete 

A local legend claims that Dragobete was the son of Baba Dochia, the daughter of the last 

Dacian King, Decebalus. The young man is described as a half-man half-angel and it is 

said that he walks the Earth just like other mythological creatures and demigods, but   

regular people are not able to see him due to the impurity of the society we live in. It is 

said that on February 24th the birds began to build their nests, the trees start blooming, 

and all of nature comes back to life after the long and heavy winter. 

  

Dragobete tradition 

In order to celebrate his birthday, parties were organized, and often marriages followed. 

Boys and girls used to wear traditional clothes and meet in front of the town's church and 

from there they would wander into forests in search of spring flowers. It was believed that 

these flowers have magical powers, so they would make little bouquets and place them in 

the water then the girls twould wash their hair while reciting a magical poem. At noon, the 

girls were running back to the village, and if a boy liked any of them, he would have to run 

after her and catch her. If he was quick enough and if the girl liked him back, they would 

have kissed in order to make their love public. This is how the famous saying "Dragobetele 

saruta fetele" (Dragobete kisses the girls) was born. At night, the boys and girls would  go 

over to the hills surrounding the village in order to make bonfires and they would sit 

around them chatting until morning. 

  

Despite the great worldwide success of        

Valentine's Day, Romania is still quite attached 

to its age-old traditions. Thus, Dragobete and 

Saint Valentine were forced to learn to co-

exist. Some people celebrate only Valentine's 

Day, other celebrate Dragobete and those that 

are madly in love, both. But unlike Valentine's 

Day, Dragobete is not only about roses, heart-

shaped chocolate, jewelry and love letters. It is 

about true love. 

https://rolandia.eu/en/trips/classic-romania-tour-experience-its-unspoiled-lifestyle-in-8-days
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 Easter 

 
by Vlad Mihai Popa, 5th 

grade 

 

 

 

 

 

Easter is an important spring holiday when we celebrate Jesus 

Christ's Ressurection. 

 

Before Easter we usualy clean our house. We sometimes buy new clothes and my mother paints the eggs red, 

blue, yellow and green. She also cooks lamb and makes the traditional sponge cake. 

On Easter night we go to church, listen to the religious service and light our candles from the holy flame. 

After that, we come back home with the lit candles and we tap the eggs. 

 

On Easter Sunday we have lunch with our friends and relatives. 

 

I like Easter because it's a beautiful feast and I can hardly wait for the Easter Bunny to bring me a lot of 

sweets. 
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Easter  Day  

 

by Alina Maria Mănăsescu,  5th grade  

 

 

 

  

 

 

Easter  is the central religious feast in the Christian world since it celebrates the fact that Jesus rose 

from the dead. 

  Easter Day always falls on Sunday and it is a moveable feast, meaning it is not fixed in relation to 

the civil calendar. According to the traditions, Easter Sunday is celebrated by taking part in the religious 

service in the church. 

Relatively newer elements, such as the Easter Bunny and the Easter egg were added later on.The 

Easter Bunny,which is Santa Claus' counterpart, brings gifts to children on the night before the celebration. 

Easter eggs used to be painted chicken eggs, but a modern custom is to subtitute them for chocolate eggs or 

plastic eggs.These eggs are often hidden, allegedly by the Easter Bunny, for children to find on Easter 

morning. 

  I look forward to celebrating Easter every year! 

   

 

                                                             Easter  

by Alexandra Barbălată, 5th grade 

      

For me, Easter means joy and gorgeous memories: candies and red eggs brought to me in a 

miraculous way. 

On Easter I meet people I have not seen for a long time, who remind me of what I used to do when I 

was younger.  

 I have always loved this celebration: dozens of candles lit up almost at the same time. If you happen 

to be somewhere above, it looks gorgeous: a blanket of light stretching slowly across the street in front of 
the church. 

 

 Easter 

 

                     by Claudiu Carabulea, 5th grade 

 

Easter, the feast of resurrection, invigorates every part of our body and makes us smile and live the 

life we have. It refers to the fact that Jesus has really resurrected, is in Heaven and takes care of us, all. 

Easter is therefore very important to us and brings us great joy. 

 I really like Easter because I go to church with my grandmother at 12 o 'clock at night. Since she 

cooks very well, I love going to her place on holiday. The feeling of being with my entire family is very 

comforting.  

Easter is, in my opinion, a beautiful feast!  

Happy Easter! 
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VIDEO GAMES 

           by Tiberiu Ambruș, 8th grade 

      

  

There are lots of kinds of video games, but some of them are contain tons of violence. I refer here to games 

such as Shooters or Mortal Combat and the list may continue. 

How can they possibly influence us in a negative way? Simply! As children, we act like mimics. Even if we 

don’t realize it, we copy our elders and their way of living.This happens with video games, too. 

Why do you think there is a minimum age for playing some video games? Because there is a high risk that 

young people might copy the violent behavior of the video games characters and, even worse, may end up 

with traumas. 

Then, why are there so many violent games? Because, we, humans like them, because it is inscribed in our 

nature to like adventure and challenges, including bloody fights. However, I think it is up to us to overcome 

our basic instincts and act in a rational way. 

 

Photography, my hobby 

           by Alexandra Barbălată, 5th grade 

 

My hobby is photography. I found this out at sunset a little while ago.  

I love taking pictures at sunset because they are very colorful since colours blend perfectly with the 

blooming trees. They simply look gorgeous and every time I see pictures of flowers or blooming trees I 

relax. Whenever I am happy or smiling I take some pictures so as to remember those moments when things 

get rough. 

I would love to become a professional photographer from the bottom of my heart. My parents not only 

support me, but even offer to help me learn more about this profession. Since I was little, I have been taking 

pictures of anything that came into my visual field and seemed worthy to be photographed. 

Right now I only have a small camera so that I can learn to use it properly, but I will soon start a 

photography course at a club where many children of my age share the same hobby. 

 

 

 

Turning your hobby into a job 

           by Marius Țepurlui, 8th grade 

 

I believe photography to be a beautiful hobby, since it is an art form. Still, not many people really care about 

it because they consider it boring and time consuming. However, those who do love photography can turn it 

into a job that earns them money. 

Before taking a picture, you need to consider a lot of aspects: the light, the clarity, the distance, etc. Besides, 

you have to make sure that nothing else interrupts the view and the setting. Although it may sometimes be 

tiring, it's very rewarding when you get the perfect photo. 

To my mind, it's pretty difficult to turn your hobby into a job; nonetheless, if you succeed, it can be one of 

the most inspiring and satisfying jobs ever. 
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              SPORTS 

     The importance of sports in my life 

by Andrei Moscu, 8th grade 

 

     When I first started doing sports, I went swimming. I did this for about five years and it helped me grow, 
but it was really boring for me, so I decided to try new sports. 

      Next, I did judo. It was more interesting than swimming since it had more techniques and strategies. I 
practiced it for 1 year until I broke my hand and I had to stop this activity for a long period of time. During 
that time I forgot all about it and eventually quit doing it, too. 

      After that, I stopped doing sports for about two years and I felt how different it was. I was always less 
energetic, I was eating less and sleeping less. I noticed that it was bad for me, so I decided to try another 
sport. 

      I got into fencing. It is a really interesting sport where you need strategy, technique and a very fast reac-
tion. I think this is the sport for me since I have been doing this for over a year and I really enjoy practising 
it. 

      I strongly believe that sport is really important in one’s life and it is essential for one’s health.   

 

      

 

Volleyball 

by Livia Cărășel, 8th grade 

 

Ever since I was little, I knew I loved sports. 

I first started with football in the fourth grade, then switched to volleyball in the fifth grade. I enjoy 
both of them, but volleyball had a bigger impact on me than football. I still play it and it really helps me 
get rid of negativity and stress. It held me through tough times and it still does. Being surrounded by 
amazing people whom you can communicate with is another reason why I love this game so much. 

On the one hand, I need to play volleyball because it helps me physically and mentally and it keeps 
me healthy and strong. On the other hand, I tend to focus too much on it, so I often forget about my school 
duties. I’m in the eighth grade now so I have got to let it loose a bit, but after I finish my exams, I assure 
you, I’ll spend my time playing volleyball with my friends and family all summer long. 

In my opinion, everyone should practise at least one sport. 
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by CRISTINA GROSU, 9th grade 
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Speak Out, XIIIth edition of English     

Monologues 
 

 

 

The XIIIth edition of the English Monologue 

Contest „Speak Out”, was held on February, 

28th at the N.C. Matei Basarab, Bucharest. The 

contest was an initiative of EDAR (Educational 

Drama Association in Romania).  EDAR is a non-

profit association aimed at bringing together 

lovers of art, literature and theatre, at promoting 

free, original thinking, creative writing, commu-

nity pro-active attitudes and performing arts. 

EDAR supports projects addressing the commu-

nity and hopes to develop and provide the re-

sources for drama as an elective. 

The organizers of this Contest were the Childrens’ Club 6, English teacher Celesta Popa and 

their hosts from the NC Matei Basarab, Roxana Neatu, English teacher.  

 

 

 

The members of the Jury were: Ms. Manuella 

Popescu from Radio Romania, Ms. Iuliana Mihaela 

Oprea, headmistress from the Children’s Club 6, 

Mariana Sinca, drama teacher from the Children’s 

Club 6, Ms. Loredana Iordache, English teacher 

School nr 189. 

 

Out of 100 students, 8 students were qualified to 

the next level of the Contest, that would take 

place on June, 1, 2019 at Sf Gheorghe,  Covasna 

county. 
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The subject of the contest was: “Be the change you 
want to see in the world.” 

The Bright Speakers Competition 2019, the 6th   

edition was organized on the 13th of April by the  

International Computing High School of Bucharest 

and the International School of Bucharest in          

collaboration with Bucharest School Inspectorate. 

The sponsors were: Bucharest City Hall, Lumina 

Foundation.  Mirunette International Education, Eu-

ropean Examinations Centre. Public Speaking 

School. Carturesti. Speakers Club Junior. The 

S c h o o l  o f         

E x p r e s s i v e 

Speaking. Life       

C h a m p i o n s 

Foundation.  E 

- BODA. Virgil 

Iantu had a 

speech in the 

beginning of 

the contest. 

All the three participants from the Children’s Club 

6 won important prizes: 

• Grosu Cristina, IX grade, summer camp Greece 

• Ivascu Bianca Alexandra, IX  grade summer 

camp in  Politgrafu, Prahova county 

• Stanciulescu Andreea Alexandra,  XII grade, 

summer camp in  Politgrafu,  Prahova county 
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The National            

Vaudeville Festival for 

Children “Toată lumea 

râde, cântă şi dansează” 

 

 

At the National Vaudeville 

Festival for Children  „Toată 

lumea râde, cântă şi 

dansează”,   organized in 

Busteni on May 3-5 2019  

XXIVth edition, children from 

SpotLight coordinated by  Mariana Sinca, drama teacher at Children’s Club 6 gained the fol-

lowing prizes: first prize for the  original play “Ana Torok” and 3 interpretation prizes! 

“A Visit,” a play adapted 

from I L Caragiale with the 

youngest students from 

YOUNG SPOTLIGHT! The 

play was performed on the 

stage of the Children’s  

Palace in Bucharest and 

also won two prizes at the 

regional contests for      

students in Pitesti. 

Congrats. Runa, Eric,  Re-

becca, David and Luca!!!! 
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At the  English Theatre Festival “ My Fest” that took place at 

Kretzulescu High School in Bucharest, on May, 9, 2019, the 

Children’s Club 6 won two prizes: 2nd prize for interpretation 

Georgiana Dospra and Bianca Ivascu ( IX grade) with  ”Two 

gentlemen of Verona” and 3rd prize for original monologue, 

Sabina Saraolu, Xth grade.  

Congratulations! 
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LET’S THEATRE– 3rd edition, Regional English 

Theatre Contest for  Children – 24 May 2019 

 

More than 130 students aged 6-19 from 20 schools from  

Bucharest and all over the country (Galati, Giurgiu, 

Sighisoara, Craiova, Ialomita, Pitesti, Arges), many exciting 

parents and teachers, a lot of work and rehearsals, gifted 

children...this was a 8 hours marathon on May, 24, 2019. 

The event took place at Mihai Eminescu National College in       

Bucharest and the jury had a very difficult time  deciding on 

the winners from among so many talented entrants, so    

congratulations to everyone who took part. In the end, the 

winners all just have something extra that makes them stand 

out. The jury was formed by very en-

thusiastic persons:   Diana Ionita, as-

sociate professor Dr. from the Univer-

sity of Bucharest,  Cornelia     Pavlovi-

ci, actress from Ion Creanga Theatre, 

Stefan Apostol,  Content writer 

la MovieNews.  

By far the best troupe was “The 

Green Knights” from Galati who 

won the Trophy, but all students were griven participation 

diplomas and books offered by Vremea, Publishing House. The foreign 

l a n g u a g e s  c e n t e r               offered two languages courses to two 

high school students. 
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For our youngest students! 
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The Children’s Club 6 wishes you a wonderful  spring 

and Happy Easter! 


